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The rich meteorological dataset of the InSight Mars mission.
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While its primary objectives were to study the interior of Mars and its present day seismic activity,
the InSight lander also carried several meteorological sensors (primarily needed to differentiate true
seismic signals from those produced by wind or passing vortices, or as part of a heat flow
experiment) as well as cameras which could be used to monitor atmospheric and surface changes
[1-6]. Although power became increasingly limited due to dust build-up on the lander’s solar panels
[7], InSight’s Pressure Sensor measured nearly continuously at up to 20Hz for ~1.25 Mars years,
giving the highest frequency pressure dataset yet obtained on Mars [8,9]. The Temperature and
Winds for InSight (TWINS) instrument consisted of two booms pointing in opposite directions (such
that at least one sensor would measure winds from a given direction with minimal influence from
lander hardware). Each boom measured air temperature and winds at 1Hz nearly continuously for
over one Mars year [8,10]. The Heat Flow and Physical Properties Package (HP3) regularly measured
the diurnal variation of surface temperature [11,12], while aeolian observations revealed that
vortices rather than linear wind stress were associated with the majority of particle motion events
[10,13]. We will provide an overview of InSight’s meteorological and aeolian datasets, and show
how we are using them to validate the predictions of four global and four mesoscale atmospheric
models of InSight’s landing site in Elysium Planitia. The models used include Aeolis Research’s
multiscale MarsWRF model (run at global and mesoscales) [14,15], the Open University’s global
Mars model (in the form of the OpenMars reanalysis dataset, produced via data assimilation) [16],
the global Mars version of LMD’s Planetary Climate Model [17], LMD’s mesoscale Mars model [18],
and the Belgian version of the MarsWRF global model [19]. This work goes beyond previous pre-
landing multi-model intercomparison and prediction efforts [e.g., 14] by assessing the performance
of models against data and attempting to understand the reasons for differences, with the dual goals
of better understanding the causes of weather phenomena at InSight and of improving Mars



atmospheric model predictions of the near-surface environment. This is vital not only for improving
future landing site predictions (which are key to planning Entry-Descent-Landing and surface
mission operations), including the expected dust clearing from solar panels [7,20], but also for Mars
science in general, such as improving the prediction of near-surface wind and dust lifting globally in
order to better simulate the martian dust cycle and dust storms [21]. 
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