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The Global Aviation Monitor

The Global Aviation Monitor is a statistical report series from the 
Institute of Air Transport of the German Aerospace Center, which ser-
ves as a supplement to various statistics, such as those from the Federal 
Statistical Office or the German Airports Association (ADV). 

It provides monthly reports on the supply of flights in Germany, Europe, 
and worldwide. The development of flights over the last fifteen months 
is presented in the form of a time series. Additionally, there is a month-
ly ranking of the largest airports and airlines in Germany, Europe, and 
worldwide, which are compared to the values of the previous year. The 
data is released during each month and represents the planned data 
for the current month. 

This report fills a gap that is of interest to both airports and airlines 
in assessing their position on a global scale. It is of interest to policy-
makers, administrators, industry stakeholders, and tourism offices 
to gauge the performance of their region. In the event of significant 
changes, it is worthwhile to examine closely what has caused them. 
Due to its monthly updates, the report can serve as a leading indicator 
for trends and developments.

4 5

Ranking by 
Airports
Globally, for 
Europe and 
Germany

The report is being developed at the Air Transport 
Development department of the DLR-Institute of Air 
Transport. The department develops and applies 
methods for analysing and forecasting air transport 
at various levels (global, national, regional, airport-
specific).
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This table shows the twenty-five largest European airports, measured in passenger flights. 

The twenty-five largest German airports are listed below, measured in passenger flights.

European top 
airports in July 2024

The busiest European 
airports for passenger 
flights in July 2024 are 
Istanbul, London Heath-
row, Amsterdam, Paris, 
and Frankfurt, each with 
over 19,000 scheduled 
departures.

Mixed trends in 
German airport 
departures for July 
2024

In Germany, most major 
airports see an increase in 
departures in July 2024. 
Frankfurt remains the 
largest, followed by 
Munich, Berlin, and 
Düsseldorf. Smaller 
airports like Memmingen, 
Weeze, and Hahn 
experience significant 
growth due to low-cost 
carriers operating there. In 
contrast, very small 
airports such as Lübeck 
and Friedrichshafen see a 
significant decline in 
departures.

This figure shows the twenty-five largest airports worldwide, measured in passenger flights.
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Number of 
Monthly 
departures
in July 2024

Departures at major 
global airports 
increased in July 
2024

In July 2024, 24 of the 
world's 25 largest airports 
see increased departures 
compared to the previous 
year. North America's six 
largest airports lead, with 
Atlanta's Hartsfield-Jack-
son as the busiest, at 
34,000 departures. 
Shanghai Pudong and 
Guangzhou in Asia rank 
7th and 8th, while Istanbul 
representing Europe is 9th, 
and Frankfurt 17th.



The twenty-five airlines in Europe with the most passenger flights are listed below.
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Ranking 
by Airlines
Globally, for 
Europe and 
Germany

Ryanair tops Euro-
pean flight numbers 
in July 2024

Ryanair offers the largest 
number of passenger 
flights in Europe in July 
2024, with nearly 104,000 
departures, representing 
an 8% growth compared 
to last year. easyJet follows 
with around 57,000 
departures. Wizz Air shows 
a decline, partly due to 
flights shifting to its 
subsidiary, Wizz Malta.
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This table ranks the twenty-five airlines that offer the most passenger flights in Germany.

Leading airlines in 
Germany: Lufthansa, 
Eurowings, and 
Ryanair

In July 2024, the airline 
with the largest number of 
flights in Germany is 
Lufthansa, with around 
23,000 departures. 
Eurowings follows with 
more than 9,000 departu-
res, and Ryanair with over 
5,000 departures. 
Eurowings Discover 
increases its flight capacity 
from around 680 sche-
duled departures last year 
to over 1,100 this year. 
There is a slight decline at 
Lufthansa, partly offset by 
the new Lufthansa 
subsidiary, Lufthansa City 
Airlines.

Global airlines 
expand passenger 
flights in July 2024

In July 2024, most major 
airlines worldwide expand 
their number of scheduled 
passenger flights. 
American Airlines leads 
with approximately 
195,000 departures, while 
Lufthansa ranks 13th with 
38,500 departures. Turkish 
Airlines experiences a 
sharp decline, partly due to 
flights shifting to its newly 
founded subsidiary Ajet. 
Comparisons with the 
previous year must 
consider special factors 
such as vacations or public 
holidays, which influence 
flight availability signifi-
cantly.

This figure shows the world's twenty-five largest airlines, measured in passenger flights. 
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in July 2024



Development
Globally and for 
Germany
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Global and German air traffic trends in July 2024

The following diagrams show the development of global and German flight capacity over the 
last fifteen months, both worldwide and in the individual region.
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Number of 
Monthly departures
and growth rate

Fig. 1-2: Global scheduled passenger flights increase in July 2024 
In July 2024, the number of scheduled passenger flights worldwide increases by around 5.7% 
compared to the previous year, totaling 3.4 million departures. The regions with the highest       
volumes are Asia, North America, and Europe. Asia shows the strongest growth at 7%.
 
Fig. 3-4: Passenger air traffic in Germany sees growth in July 2024
In Germany, more than 71,000 scheduled passenger departures are offered in July 2024, marking 
a 3.7% increase compared to last year. Over 63,000 flights are destined for European airports.



DLR Overview

The DLR is the research center of the Federal Republic of Germany for aerospace. We con-
duct research and development in aviation, space, energy, transportation, security, and   
digitalisation. The German Space Agency at DLR is responsible, on behalf of the Federal 
Government, for planning and implementing German space activities. Two DLR project 
agencies manage funding programmes and support knowledge transfer.

Climate, mobility, and technology are changing globally. The DLR utilises the expertise of 
its 54 institutes and facilities to develop solutions for these challenges. Our more than 
10,000 employees have a common mission: we explore Earth and space and develop  
technologies for a sustainable future. In doing so, we contribute to strengthening 
Germany's knowledge and economic base.

Institute of Air Transport

The Institute of Air Transport researches the complex interrelationships of air transport and 
its subsystems, focusing on scenario development, macroeconomic analysis of the air 
transport system, business analysis, and modeling and simulation of flight and fleet opera-
tions from the perspective of air transport economics. Over 60 employees forecast, shape, 
and evaluate air transport as part of the overall transport system, thereby contributing to 
increasing the sustainability and performance of the air transport system.

The institute integrates the ecological, economic, technological, and social aspects of air 
transport and brings together expertise within the DLR for analysing air transport markets 
and evaluating the overall value chain of air transport. Thus, the institute positions itself as 
a competent partner for the economy, society, and politics.
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