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Land Reclamation Activities and the Law of the Sea

 Art. 5 UNCLOS:

/
Except where otherwise provided in this Convention, the

normal baseline for measuring the breadth of the territorial
sea is the low-water line along the coast (...)
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Land Reclamation Activities and the Law of the Sea (1)
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Land Reclamation Activities and the Law of the Sea (2)

* Art. 11 UNCLOS:

For the purpose of delimiting the territorial sea, the outermost
permanent harbour works which form an integral part of the
harbour system are regarded as forming part of the coast (...)
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Land Reclamation Activities and the Law of the Sea (3)

- Art. 60 (8) UNCLOS:

- p
Artificial islands, installations and structures (...) have no territorial

sea of their own, and their presence does not affect the
delimitation of the territorial sea, the eez or the continental shelf

< 4
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Land Reclamation Activities and the Law of the Sea (4)
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Land Reclamation Activities and the Environment
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Security issues
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Issues of shifting maritime boundaries and maritime zones (1)

« Aegean Sea Continental Shelf (Greece v. Turkey), 1978
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Issues of shifting maritime boundaries and maritime zones (2)

« Bay of Bengal Maritime Boundary Arbitration between Bangladesh and India (Bangladesh v. India),
2014

[”I\/Iaritime boundaries must be stable and definitive to ensure a peaceful relationship” J

* International Law Commission, Study Group on Sea Level Rise in Relation to International Law, 2020

™

[”Legal stability, security, certainty and predictability”

* UNCLOS Preamble

nations”
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[”Strengthening of peace, security, cooperation and friendly relations between all
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Security issues related to sea level rise (1)
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Security issues related to sea level rise (2)

Extended Continental Shelf Formula Lines

nautical mile (M) Distance formula: Line 60 M seaward from the foot of
the slope.
OR
. m Sediment thickness formula: Line where the thickness
coaszaselme of sediment is at least 1% of distance to the foot of the slope.

l Formula 1

60 M from foot [ 1% of distance
of slope to foot of slope

Formula 2

Foot of slope
ult= 60 M

Sediments

Source: https://www.state.gov/about-the-u-s-extended-continental-shelf-project/

Extended Continental Shelf Constraint Lines

o W Distance constraint: 350 M from the baseline.
nautical mile (M)
OR
. IEISTETEA Depth constraint: 100 M from the 2,500 m
Coast/Baseline 200 M isobath.
|

Constraint 1 Constraint 2

Sediments
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Security issues related to land reclamation (1)
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Security issues related to land reclamation (2)

» Case Concerning Land Reclamation by Singapore In and Around the Strait of Johor
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Thank you for your attention
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