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Main Results of Global Air Transport Supply Analysis and Outlook 

 Covers about 3,500 airports worldwide 
 Covers about 850 airlines worldwide 
 Air transport supply of 2015: More than 34 M flights (non-stop) worldwide, new record value 
 Busiest month 2015: July with 3.08 M flights; 2016 until now: June with 3.0 M flights  
 Air traffic increases slowly since April 2013 
 Forecasting methodology: Time series analysis  
 The mean absolute forecast error over a twelve month period typically lies in a range of 

between 0.5 and 1.5 percentage points for a forecast horizon of 1, 2 & 3 months. 
 

 June 2016: 3,0 M flights supplied (+3.5%) 
 About 5% growth per year before financial crisis 2008/2009, then a rapid decline of more than 

9% between February 2008 and February 2009, followed by a rather slow recovery until 2011 
(7.2% increase between February 2009 and February 2011). Since 2011, the number of flights 
grows only very slowly; stagnation between September 2012 and March 2013, small growth 
rates since April 2013 growth rates of around 3% since March 2015, of around 3.5% - 4.0% 
between November 2015 and June 2016 

 Airports: Heterogeneous development of no. of flights offered; strong growth e.g. at Los 
Angeles, Amsterdam, Guangzhou, San Francisco, Seattle, Mexico and Munich (5% and more) 

 Airlines: Heterogeneous development of no. of flights offered; strong growth e.g. of Ryanair, 
Lion Air and IndiGo; American Airlines merger with US Airways

 Overall small increase since April 2013; in Europe, small traffic increase since July 2013; in 
Asia continued growth; small growth in North America 

 Airports: Heterogeneous developments of no. of flights offered; strong increase at Istanbul 
Sabiha Glokcen, Manchester and Dublin however decline at some airports, e.g. Moscow 
Domodedovo 

 Airlines: Heterogeneous developments of flights, some airlines, e.g. Ryanair Airlines with strong 
growth, some growth in the low cost segment, e.g. Wizz, Ryanair and easyjet; new: Eurowings 
(former Lufthansa and germanwings flights in Germany and Europe are now operated by 
Eurowings except at Frankfurt and Munich; long-haul low cost flights from Cologne), some 
airlines, e.g. Aeroflot and Air France with decrease

 Airports: Some bigger airports, e.g. Cologne and some small airports e.g. Karlsruhe, with traffic 
growth; strong growth at Berlin Schoenefeld because of strong growth of Ryanair; some 
German airports with downward trend, e.g. Hahn and Dortmund 

 Airlines: Heterogeneous developments of number of flights offered; strong growth of e.g. 
Ryanair, flybe and Wizz; some airlines, e.g. KLM and SAS with decreasing traffic 

 

 For the next few months, a traffic growth of 3-4% is expected 
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